[Cytochrom P-450. Its value in toxicology. I. Physicochemical and biochemical properties].
We present the distribution of cytochrome P450, the terminal oxidase of the microsomal drug-metabolizing system among the different species, organs, and its subcellular localization. Physicochemical properties, and more specially spectral properties, of this hemoprotein are reviewed. We also described the two microsomal electron transport chains and the hypothetical cyclic oxidoreduction mechanism of cytochrome P450 in the hydroxylation reactions.